Instructions VLAG PhD Research Proposal

From our experience, the following points may help facilitate timely feedback for PhD candidates and maintain an efficient process.

1. Submission Requirements
· Deadline: Submit the completed PhD Research Proposal within 6 months after the official start date of the PhD project in Hora Finita.
· Signatures: Digital signatures are accepted. Do not delay submission due to missing handwritten signatures.
· Completeness: Ensure all fields in the template are fully completed before submission.

2. Content Guidelines
· Word limits: Follow the minimum and maximum word counts specified for each section of the template.
· Ethical considerations:
· Include a clear and transparent description of potential ethical dilemmas related to your research.
· Ethical dilemmas may involve the design, execution, or outcomes of the project and their impact on society, people, animals, or ecosystems.

3. Ethical Clearance
· Discuss with your supervisors whether your research requires ethical approval.
· Depending on the nature of your research, you may need to contact:
· WUR Research Ethics Committee (REC): For non-medical research involving human participants.
· Medisch Ethische Toetsingscommissie (METC): For medical research under legal review criteria.
· Animal-Experiments Committee (DEC): For research involving animal experiments.

4. Role of Supervisors
· Supervisors decide when the proposal is ready for submission based on its quality.
· Supervisors should guide and coach the PhD candidate throughout the writing process, including during the rebuttal phase.
· The process offers valuable insight into the candidate’s writing skills and preparedness for the go/no-go evaluation.

5. Role of Reviewers
· If you are invited to review a proposal, please respond promptly to the review request.
· If you are unable to provide thorough feedback within the requested time, inform us immediately and, if possible, suggest alternative qualified reviewers (e.g., colleagues from your research group).
